
Legislative Director Report: North Cook County/Lake County  
Gerri Songer – June-August 2021 

Wednesday, June 2, 2021 
Attended Lake County Dems’ State of the State via Zoom featuring our Lake County Democratic 
legislators and Congresswoman Robin Kelly.  Other participants included Senator Julie 
Morrison, Senator Melinda Bush, Senator Adriane Johnson, Rep. Joyce Mason, Rep. Rita 
Mayfield, Rep. Jonathan Carroll, former Rep. Mary Edly-Allen, Rep. Daniel Didech, Rep. Sam 
Yingling, Rep. Bob Morgan, Lake County Board Chair Sandy Hart, Lake County Board Member 
Julie Simpson, Waukegan Park District Commissioner Anton L. Mathews, Waukegan Park 
District Commissioner Marc L. Jones, Lake County Sheriff John Idleburg.   

Rep. Jonathan Carroll introduced the end isolation and restraint time-out legislation.  Elijah’s 
Law (Epi Friends - fighting against food allergies), supports HB3914 requiring state agencies to 
take action to combat discrimination against employees in a protected class. 
Rep. Daniel Didech spoke about Ethics Reform, preventing legislators who are no longer in 
office from lobbying people they just worked with.  Worked to establish an End Fossil Fuels date 
of 2035.  Voted to pass bill requiring public and private schools to comply with health 
regulations established by the Illinois Department of Public Health.  General Assembly will work 
to open IL Constitution to ban Right to Work laws. 
Rep. Joyce Mason - pension fund fully funded.  Education obligations were met.  Restoring 
veterans benefits in IL.   
Rep. Rita Mayfield supported Comprehensive Sex Education, parents can opt out; supports 
Parental Notice of Abortion Act (PNA); HB 156 requiring all schools to provide menstrual 
products in bathrooms, and Clean Energy Jobs Act.  Addressed digital divide - up to $50 rebate 
from State for internet.  Women’s Equity and Immigration.  Public notices in primary language. 
Rep. Bob Morgan - TeleHealth, including behavioral health.  Budget passed.  Evidence-Based 
Funding fully funded.  Worked on protecting the right to vote and increased access to voting. 
Rep. Sam Yingling -  worked on IL Access to Justice, making justice system more equitable and 
accessible; enhanced Trust Act to protect immigrants; capital funding to rescue Adlai Stevenson 
home. 
Senator Melinda Bush - opposes attack on Roe v. Wade, supports Women’s Reproductive Health 
Rights 
Senator Adriane Johnson - supports Affordable Housing, TeleHealth, and Tax Advantaged Zones 
for Green Energy Businesses 
Senator Julie Morrison - passed Fair Map and balanced budget, supports Clean Energy Bill 

Sunday, June 27, 2021 
Attended and presented (unofficial capacity) at the School Holiday Celebration hosted by the 
Northern Illinois American Muslim Alliance (NIAMA).  This Zoom event celebrated two 
important Ramadan-related school bills that were recently passed by the Illinois House and 
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Senate.  This legislation was introduced by Representative Dan Didech and Senator Ram 
Villivalam at the behest of NIAMA. 

•  HB169 allows for holidays for Muslim students for the two Eids and religious holidays.  
•  HB160 will give exemption from physical education classes to students while fasting for 

religious reasons. 

Elected officials joining the celebration included Congressman Sean Casten,  Sen. Adriane 
Johnson, Rep. Dan Didech, and others. 

Wednesday, July 6-10, 2021 
Attended AFT TEACH 2021 (Together Educating America's Children) via Zoom, AFT's 
signature professional learning conference.  TEACH 2021 focused on ensuring students’ freedom 
to thrive.   

Sessions addressed one of the five key areas: 
1.  Recovering and rebuilding academically from the COVID-19 pandemic 
2.  Social emotional learning 
3.  Student and educator well-being 
4.  Creating anti-racist classrooms, schools and districts 
5.  Civics throughout the curriculum 

Participated in an invitation-only kickoff lobby event (see attached legislative priorities) with 
Congressman Sean Casten’s staff to discuss school re-openings and the American Rescue Plan, 
along with upcoming priorities like the American Jobs Plan, the American Families Plan, and 
key spending plans.  Took part in event debriefing with AFT staff. 

Sunday, July 25, 2021 
Attended Ice Cream Social Town Hall at Horizon Park in Wheeling hosted by Senators Julie 
Morrison and Adriane Johnson.  Constituents were invited to share concerns about Illinois issues 
and to hear the Senators discuss what’s happening in Springfield.  Sen. Morrison indicated that 
Shared Governance legislation is currently being drafted, which allows for one teacher to 
participate as a non-voting member on school and college boards to serve in an advisory 
capacity. 

Saturday, August 7, 2021 
Attended party to support Rep. Dan Didech and Lake County Treasurer Holly Kim’s 2022 
General Election campaigns at O’Toole’s in Libertyville.   

This event was hosted by: 
Rep. Jonathan Carroll, Rep. Rita Mayfield, Rep. Joyce Mason, Rep. Bob Morgan, Rep. Sam 
Yingling, Sen. Melinda Bush, Lake County Board Member Julie Simpson, and others. 
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• tÉ=àçáå=~ää=çÑ=çìê=ÄêçíÜÉêë=~åÇ=ëáëíÉêë=Ñêçã=~Åêçëë=íÜÉ=ä~Äçê=ãçîÉãÉåí=áå=Å~ääáåÖ=Ñçê=é~ëë~ÖÉ=çÑ=
íÜÉ=mol=^ÅíK=tÜáäÉ=íÜÉ=eçìëÉ=Ü~ë=é~ëëÉÇ=íÜáë=ÄáääI=áí=áë=áãéÉê~íáîÉ=íÜ~í=íÜÉ=pÉå~íÉ=Ñçääçïë=ëìáí=
áå=íÜÉ=åÉ~ê=ÑìíìêÉ=ëç=íÜÉ=mêÉëáÇÉåí=Å~å=ëáÖå=áí=áåíç=ä~ïK==

=
• råÇÉê=íÜÉ=mol=^ÅíI=ÉãéäçóÉêë=ïçìäÇ=åç=äçåÖÉê=ÄÉ=~ÄäÉ=íç=êÉí~äá~íÉ=~Ö~áåëí=çê=ÑáêÉ=ïçêâÉêë=ïÜç=

ëìééçêí=ìåáçå=ÇêáîÉëI=çê=íç=ÉåÖ~ÖÉ=áå=ÉåÇäÉëë=ÇÉä~óë=íç=éêÉîÉåí=åÉïäó=ÑçêãÉÇ=ìåáçåë=Ñêçã=
êÉ~ÅÜáåÖ=íÜÉáê=Ñáêëí=Åçåíê~ÅíK=

=
• mìÄäáÅ=ëìééçêí=Ñçê=ìåáçåë=áë=íÜÉ=ÜáÖÜÉëí=áå=åÉ~êäó=íïç=ÇÉÅ~ÇÉëI=~åÇ=åÉ~êäó=Ü~äÑ=çÑ=

åçåìåáçåáòÉÇ=ïçêâÉêë=ïçìäÇ=àçáå=~=ìåáçå=áÑ=ÖáîÉå=íÜÉ=çééçêíìåáíóK==
=

• tÜó=ÇçåÛí=^ãÉêáÅ~å=ïçêâÉêë=Ü~îÉ=ãçêÉ=çééçêíìåáíáÉë=íç=àçáå=~=ìåáçå\=_ÉÅ~ìëÉ=ã~åó=
ÉãéäçóÉêë=ï~åí=íç=âÉÉé=íÜÉ=Ä~ä~åÅÉ=çÑ=éçïÉê=áå=íÜÉáê=Ñ~îçê=~åÇ=Ü~îÉ=ìëÉÇ=íÜ~í=éçïÉê=íç=ÑáÖÜí=
ìåáçå=çêÖ~åáòáåÖ=ÇêáîÉë=~åÇ=Ü~Åâ=~ï~ó=~í=íÜÉ=ïçêâÉê=éêçíÉÅíáçåë=áå=rKpK=ä~Äçê=ä~ïëK=

=
• fí=áë=íáãÉ=íç=ÉåÇ=íÜÉëÉ=íÉêêáÄäÉ=éê~ÅíáÅÉë=~åÇ=ÖáîÉ=^ãÉêáÅ~å=ïçêâÉêë=ãçêÉ=çééçêíìåáíáÉë=íç=àçáå=

~=ìåáçå=Äó=é~ëëáåÖ=íÜÉ=mol=^ÅíK==
=
=
=
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